News Release

Thursday, 24th July 2003

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Dr Cheick Modibo Diarra Leaves the African Virtual University

Nairobi -- Thursday, The African Virtual University announced that Dr. Cheick Diarra, a top scientist who left NASA a little over a year ago to take on the challenge of education in Africa, will be stepping down as Chief Executive Officer of the organization to pursue other opportunities.

"Cheick has raised the international profile of AVU.  He has placed the virtual university in the limelight as a leading African initiative in the delivery of high quality tertiary education through distance learning and the use of information and communication technologies, and we regret his departure, " said Jacques Bonjawo, chairman of the Board of Directors of the organization.  The AVU wishes Dr Diarra every success in his new endeavors.

Dr Diarra reaffirms his continued support for the mission and objectives of AVU, and his belief that the organization will make a lasting contribution to the welfare of Africa’s youth.
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For more information:

See www.avu.org

Or contact the Acting CEO, AVU, 71 Maaliim Juma Road, Nairobi, Kenya

Tel:  ++254 (20) 271 2056  or chairman@avu.org
ABOUT AVU

Satellite technology and the Internet have been harnessed to create the African Virtual University (AVU) in Nairobi, Kenya. AVU matches student and university needs in Africa with suppliers of content from around the world, providing access to some of the highest-quality learning resources available. Initiated by the World Bank in 1995, there are now 34 AVU learning centres throughout Africa.

AVU offers a range of certificate, degree and short courses which offers education and training in areas relevant to the professional, economic and social development of Africa. A typical AVU classroom has 25 to 30 students who view instructors on large screen projectors, television monitors or computers, and interact through telephone and e-mail. Women account for more than 40 per cent of the participants in pre-university courses. Web-based learning will gain increasing prominence.

